EDUCAUSE 1-0 Welcome-Opening

Hello everyone, and welcome to the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Online Event, the Active Learning Classroom: Directions and Impacts. I'm Malcolm Brown, the director of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative. Joining me as co-host for this event is Christopher Brooks, Director of Research here at EDUCAUSE. 
Thank you, Malcolm, and greetings everyone. Thank you for joining us for today's event on active learning classrooms. I'm particularly excited about today's program because I think it's an excellent way to wrap up what I've been calling the year of the ALC. Over 20 years ago, Robert Beichner created the first ALCs in the form of the scale-up classrooms at North Carolina State University. And since then the idea that student-centered pedagogy should have student-centered spaces has garnered so much attention that active learning classrooms were actually named the number one strategic technology for 2017 by EDUCAUSE. And while the year of the ALC may be coming to an end, we hope that today's event catalyzes continued conversations in 2018. 
Thanks very much, Chris. Indeed, we have a fantastic program for you today. All of our sessions facilitators are established leaders in the field of learning spaces, and none of them really need any introduction, although it will be my pleasure to do so when it their turn at the mic. 
Obviously, there are a host of sub-teams associated with the ALC, so for today's program we needed to select two sub-teams from that wild field of possibilities. As you can see from this outline, we will be focusing on two primary themes, teaching in the ALC and the assessment of the ALC. Why choose to focus on a teaching? Because it clear that faculty success in the ALC is critical to getting an ALC program off the ground and moving. And second, with respect to assessment, gathering evidence for the impact over ALCs is also obviously very important. First, to anyone who is managing an ALC, so you know what works and does not; and, second, holding conversations with key campus stakeholders is obviously important to have real evidence with respect to the differences one can make. 
So, as you make have gathered, we are very excited about today's program. Many thanks in advance to all of our session facilitators for taking time to join us, but also thanks to all of you who are participating in this focus session for taking time from your busy schedules to be with us today. 
Now, is as our usual practice, we'd like to add a pair of dimensions to what you'll be hearing from our session facilitators. The first is a resource list, a roster of publications and websites we have identified that's important to the domain of learning spaces in general, and ALCs in particular. We hope you find them useful. 
One of the goals for this event is to provide you with opportunities to engage with the content and identify the ways it is relevant to your own institutional context. Amid the flow of ideas and insights in the program, an important consideration is how does what you are hearing relate to you and your specific work? To give you the opportunity to think about this, we have developed an activity to support you in contextualizing the contents, and also offer you the opportunity to earn a digital badge. So, please go ahead and download the activity workbook. The workbook has specific directions, as well as the steps and links you will need to follow to earn the badge. 
Now, as you look to the workbook, you will see there are two tracks. You should choose just one of them and complete the work for that track. Track one is about innovations and practice with respect to supporting faculty who are or will be teaching in your ALC. Track two has to do with the assessment of the ALCs. In this track, we're suggesting that you take what you've heard about ALC assessment and see how it fits in with your own efforts and approach. 
No matter which track you choose, please remember that the appropriate form must be completed by Friday, December the 1st, in order to qualify for the badge. No team responses for these activities. Please use one form per individual registrant. Remember, you must be registered to receive a digital badge. All submissions are confidential. 
All of the presentations will be offered live today, but they will also be recorded and archived for later viewing. So keep that in mind in case you'd like to review the sessions you missed or share any of this content with your colleagues later on. The recordings are available exclusively through registrants and EDUCAUSE members for one year. You'll find all the recordings on the agenda pages of the program. 
Before we begin, let's take a few minutes to get acquainted with our online environment. In the main window you will see the presentation slides. The chat space there on the left is for everyone to post comments, questions, resources, URLs, just about anything you'd like to say during the program. Throughout the day, our presenters may be posting polls. Whenever you see a poll up here, feel free to weigh in on the participants. Finally, you'll also see an audio issue slide there at the bottom left. Just click here if you experience any audio issues, and we'll do our best to assist you. As always, there is a Twitter hashtag for this event, and it's #elifocus. And we'll be monitoring the twitter feed throughout the event. 
A few notes in case we should experience some technical difficulties. For all sessions, you should be able to receive the session audio over your computer speakers. Most difficulties with Adobe Connect can be resolved by logging out and then back in. If that doesn't work, or if you run into any other technical problems, you can send a direct message to technical support by clicking the top-down menu at the top right-hand corner of the chat box, clicking "Start a chat with" and selecting "Hosts." And just in case we have a widespread technical issue, we will be posting updates and advisories here in the Adobe Connect room, or we'll be putting e-mails containing detailed instructions on how to proceed. 
As always, we were assisted by a terrific group of colleagues in preparing this event, and we'd like to acknowledge them here. Many thanks, of course, to our session facilitators, Professor Robin Wright, Christopher Brooks, Kem Saichaie, Professor David Gross, Sam Van Horn, Jane Russell, Julie Johnston, and Adam Finkelstein. And many, many thanks to our online event production team, Adam La Foci, Jody Tracy, and, of course, Veronica Diaz, the ELI associate director and director of Online Program. 
So that concludes our introductory segment here. We're going to pause for a moment. 
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