Escape Room: Can You Hack It? Notes
By Linda Ludwig, Grinnell College
Quiz
I cannot upload all the posters I used because we have a Proofpoint/Wombat license and I used some of their posters. So, to have the answers for the quiz questions, you will need to create your own posters.
Definitions
There are 24 definition cards. 12 words and 12 corresponding definitions. I would recommend cutting down on the number of cards. Take an additional one or two of the pairs out. I included two versions of the definition cards. One version includes the hidden text and the other version is for printing and cutting apart. The hidden text version is so you can easily see the flow of the clue. 
The definition card printout also includes the four riddle cards. The riddle cards are a way to get the key to the Caesar cipher.
Hint Cards
I included three hint cards in each escape room kit. It’s a great way to empower the participants in deciding if they want a hint or not.
PhonoPaper Image
The PhonoPaper image is created after you download the PhonoPaper app and say “The combination is 7 1 3.” You can create your own combination or use my image.
Four-digit Combination Art
The four-digit vertical art is what the hidden text that is found on the definition cards is referring to. Below is the hidden text that is spread across the definition cards:
The answers to four of the quiz questions reveal the words that can be turned into the single-digit numbers that are needed for the 4-digit combination lock. Convert each of the four answers into numbers. Add the digits of each answer until you get a single digit number. Find the vertical clue that reveals the four correct quiz answers and the lock order.
Cipher Wheels
There are two cipher wheels. The most important one is the alphabet to digit wheel. At the bottom of the Four-Digit art, I give them the key to the cipher. P = 1. They frequently miss that or put their thumb over it when holding the paper.
The riddles give the key to the alphabet cipher.
Prop List
The prop list is how I stay organized. It is the heart and soul of my escape room. It contains the name of the prop, the location of the prop (which container or envelop), any hidden message that might need to be written on the prop, any comments I have regarding the prop, and the kit number so that I can put an X when the prop is ready.
Posters
I have four different team posters but I have only uploaded one. You can come up with different says that let the teams choose. The four sayings I used were “Worked together!”, “Solved the mission!”, “Escaped!”, and “Survived!” When each team is done, they can choose a team name and pick one of the posters to write the team name on and their time. Then they can have a picture taken while holding their team poster. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I did not do a presentation on the escape room this year but you can find my Escape Room material along with the PowerPoint that I used for the Escape Room that I presented last year at the EDUCAUSE Security Professionals Conference 2018. I created an Escape Room called “So you want to be a spy?” for the National Cyber Security Awareness Month in 2017 and I created “Can you hack it” for the 2018 NCSAM. 
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