Learning Objects, Wikis, & Blogs – Oh My!

EDUCAUSE – Midwest 2005


WIKI HANOUT
Wiki:  The concept of a “Wiki” (pronounced whi-key, or wee-kee) is a website that is collaboratively edited by its users, including the ability to change text written by other users.  Wikis are not new – some form of a public wiki has been around since the mid-90s.  Like listservs, many of the Wikis are topic specific, may be public with read and write capabilities, web sites (with read, private edit) and private (private, requires password).  You should visit Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki for more information.
Where can I create my free Wiki?

· http://www.seedwiki.com 

· http://www.xwiki.com  [free wiki +open source WIKI server software]
How do I set up a free Wiki?

1. Go to http://www.seedwiki.com
2. Click on the “begin” or “sign up today”

3. The next page will show all the different types of accounts, but the free account allow up to 50 wiki pages and 50 megabytes of space.  Choose “sign up now.”

4. Create your seedwiki account: valid email address, password, name, account type, and general information.
5. You have a choice to now Start a new Wiki or a new Blog.  Choose the  WIKI button
6. In this page, you name your first wiki, categorize it, select a language and describe it.

7. Now you can edit your page, add additional pages, upload files, add comments and in general collaborate!  Make sure to read the help and look at other examples so that you can make your WIKI unique.
8. Visit our WIKI for collaborating on this book http://www.seedwiki.com/wiki/digitizing_inspiration3 
Can my institution set up a WIKI server?

· Yes!  There are dozens of Wiki Engines.  
Visit http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiEngines 

Why would I want a Wiki?


· Collaboration for projects, events, articles
http://freshmeat.net/projects/tiki/
· Knowledge with an open source philosophy 
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page 
· Peer review through discussions: can be informal
· Portfolio
· Writing and revising
· Brainstorming (see the Digitizing_Inspiration3)
· Networking (student and alumnae)
