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Applying Diffusion of Innovation Model to Embrace Web 2.0 Technologies:  Implementing an Institutional Strategy

Many of the emerging Web 2.0 technologies pertain to communication innovations. Using the communications theory of Diffusion of Innovation, this presentation examines the adoption and implementation of wikis and their related pedagogical approaches. Methods for institutional implementation are proposed to answer questions of sustaining the initial adoption phase.

Contact Information:

Dr. Baiyun Chen: bayiun@mail.ucf.edu
John Raible: jraible@mail.ucf.edu
Debbie Kirkley: dkirkley@mail.ucf.edu 

Wiki Video:

http://engage.ucf.edu:28158/ramgen/ucf/cdws/wiki/wiki.rm (Note: you will need RealPlayer to view this video)

UCF Faculty Uses:

http://reach.ucf.edu/~eme2040g/wiki-example.htm (Kirkley)
http://inr4075-genocide.wikispaces.com/ (Conroy)

http://hsa6112.wikispaces.com/ (Ramirez)

Wikis in Education:  

Wide Open Spaces – Wikis, Ready or Not: http://www.educause.edu/pub/er/erm04/erm0452.asp 

WikiSchool: http://www.communitywiki.org/de?WikiSchool
Using Wiki in Education: http://www.scienceofspectroscopy.info/edit/index.php?title=Using_wiki_in_education#Papers_on_Wiki_in_education 

Other Resources:

A Wiki About Wikis: http://tux.cdws.ucf.edu/dlss/index.php/Wiki 

Wiki History: http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiHistory 

Wiki Design Principles: http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiDesignPrinciples 

Faculty Advice about using the Wiki:

Dr. Robert Bledsoe: 

Political Science

If I do it again, I’ll have to allow them(the students) more creation in the wiki process instead of imposing it on. I have to realize that not everyone is comfortable in one of those things (a wiki).

Dr. Bernardo Ramirez:

Health Information and Informatics 

Go for it!  There is a small price to pay. Make sure you go in, monitor it closely, get involved, and make sure everyone has a good understanding of what it’s suppose to be used for.

Dr. Rebecca Hines:

Education

Give choices in how they use the wiki in the beginning. Create documentation about how to use the wiki.  Make sure what students have an understanding of what you want to see on the wiki, if you do have an idea yourself.

Dr. Annabelle Conroy:

Political Science

Be very specific on your expectations for a full grade.  Have a training session at the beginning for those students. Make using a wiki optional.  Wikis are good for most students, but not everyone was excited about it.  Perhaps use a different type of assessment.

Dr. Haiyun Bai:

Education

Organize the wiki for the students through a template.  Encourage the students to help each other.  Some students might have a phobia in the beginning using that particular technology even though it is not that difficult. 
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